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cialist agitators and clear- thinking 
Marxists is a ^pledge that the Party 
is sound and not to he wredced hy 
any wave that comes along. With 
that assurance we can afford to hide 
our time in the certainty that social 
evolution is working its way toward 
revolution and the Socialist Indus- 
trial Republic. 

But there is another story told by 
the vote of last November — a large 
sympathetic vote^ such as the S.LjP. 
has never had before. If we add 
up from each state the largest figure 
presented iby the vote for any of the 
candidates of the S. L. P. ticket, we 
get 77,745 votes^ a discrepancy of 
4^3,844 between the solid and the 
largest vote^ which discrepancy is 
larger than the solid vote. It be- 
ijomes still more emphatic when we 
take into consideration that the S. L, 
P* bad state tickets in only tK^^elve 
of the twenty states that were on the 
presidential ballot^ so that these 43,- 
000 sympathetic votes are really 
given by some eight or ten states 
only. 

As a vote the sympathetic vote is 
meaningless, even foolis-h* A person 
cannot be a revolutionist and an anti- 
revolutionist^ a Socialist sympathiz- 
er and a capitalist promoter at one 
and the same time. But human be- 
havior is peculiar. The worker's lot 
is not a happy one. Dissatisfaetion is 
rife. The worker has started to 
tbink about his present condition and 
the future. He hears various opin- 
ions. He is promised capitalist re- 
form, "socialistic'* reform^ and now 
and again he hears the voice of the 
Socialist Revolution.. The Soeialist 
Labor Party's logic appeals to him, 
but man is naturally conservative; 
"rather bear those ills we have" than 
upset society in order to get rid of 
them. So the worker listens to the 



reformer, has listened to him year 
after year, and has got nothing but 
troubles and worse eonditions for his 
pains. 

But S. L. P. logic continues to 
ring in his ears. He is compelled 
to listen — revolution, a complete 
change in the system, that m the 
thing, the only remedy, but — but 
— of course these things can't be 
done now, at once, this election, in 
our lifetime, in a hundred years! 
Still he thinks it ought to be encour- 
aged. Why not? In the meantime 
peril aps La Follette can give us 
something, can punish grafters, stop 
strike injunctions or curb the powers 
of the Supreme Court. He might as 
well try once more — ^in the mean- 
time a vote for Governor or Secre- 
tary of State will express sympathy 
with, and give encouragement to, 
those irrepressible revolutionists. 

Of course, such reasoning is utter- 
ly false, but it is, and accordingly it 
must be taken cognizance of. This 
vote expresses what it is intended to 
express, sympathy with the S. L. P., 
part awakening to the necessity of 
a Socialist revolution. What it shows, 
therefore, is that there are many 
thousands in the land that are sym- 
pathetic toward the S. L. P., but 
who need education to become sound 
revolutionists that can think, act and 
vote logically. To this end educa- 
tion is needed, much and constant 
and systematic work, during the next 
four years. There are more than 
forty thousand sympathizers in 
twelve states that can be brought 
from' their present state of wobbli- 
ness and uncertainty to become real 
Socialists — and there are tremendous 
new fields to plow. 

—Editorial in WEEKLY PEO- 
PLE, January 24, 192-5. 
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